Pathogenesis and pathology of blackleg in ruminants: the role of toxins and neuraminidase. A short review.
There is no consensus on the pathogenesis of blackleg infection that occurs in ruminants, but toxins and neuraminidase produced by Clostridium chauvoei are believed to play a significant role in the pathogenesis of the disease. This paper provides an update on the role of toxins and neuraminidase in the pathogenesis and pathology of the disease. The use of neuraminidase inhibitors to manage clinical blackleg infections is therefore an alternative therapeutic protocol that should be thoroughly investigated. It is suggested that in vivo clinical trials should be carried out to determine the mechanism of action and clinical efficacy of neuraminidase inhibitors.